Stamford Green

Primary School and Nursery

INSPIRING

Headfteacher's Headlines

Dear Families,

You may have seen in the news this week that the government has said it will
infroduce a legal ban on smartphones in schools in England. BBC news reports that
‘Education minister Baroness Jacqui Smith told the House of Lords on Monday that
the Government would table an amendment to its landmark Children’s and
Wellbeing Schools Bill on the matter’. This is alongside the
Mobile Phones in Schools guidance that was

infroduced in February by the Department for
Education.
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None of our children have
phones — we're very strict
about that. When George
moves to secondary school,

Earlier in the school year, we wrote about the
Smartphone free childhood movement, who are
committing to delaying giving children a smartphone
and access to social media. At Stamford Green, only
children in Year 6 are allowed to bring a phone to
school, which is handed in at the beginning of the day
and handed back at home fime and is not to be used
until they are off the school premises. Like other schools
in Epsom and Ewell, we are pledging to become a smartphone free school from
September 2026 as statistics show that use of smartphones and social media can
mean that children are able to access harmful content, it can affect their attention
and sleep and can affect mental health to name a few! The University of Birmingham
found in 2025, that the average time UK teens spend on their smartphones was 35
hours a week — equivalent to a full time job!

he might have a phone with
no internet aceess. Children
can access too much
online... a simple ‘brick
phone'is fine. \
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The Smartphone Free Childhood confinues to gather momentum with parents

agreeing to delay giving the children a smartphone. Currently at fime of writing,

there are 185,399 families signed up nationally, with Surrey continuing to be at the top

of the leaderboard. Many other household names are also signing up to the pact

including Oliver Jeffers, Benedict Cumberbatch, Joe Wicks and Zack George

(Steel from Gladiators) who continue to publicise the movement. If you have not
done so already, you

I've joined the movement because the best parts of childhood don't glow, " Sign the parent

vibrate, or need charging. And the more families who join the smartphone- pact on the

free hubble, the stronger it gets. Smartphone Free
Childhood website.

P - T

If you are keen to delay the use of smartphones with your child, the welbsite and their
Instagram feed offers practical advice about how you can discuss this with your
child. They also have several examples of phones that could be used in place of a
smartphone, which is a useful guide for parents. Discussing the plan in advance is a
practical strategy, so that children know that when they get their first phone, it won't
be a smartphone.

Best wishes,

Miss Swann
Deputy Headteacher: Teaching and Learning

Welcome to our School Newsletter - Issue 7 - April 2024

News In Brief

Staffing Update

We are sorry to be saying
goodbye fo Mrs Gibb in the Office,
who is leaving to work nearer to
where she lives. Mrs Gibb will be
known to many of you as she
responds to the emails sent into
parents@. | am sure you will join us
in thanking her for all her help and
support and wish her well for her
next adventure.

A warm welcome to Mrs
Capogreco who has been
working with Mrs Gibb for the last
two weeks to ensure a smooth
handover. We anticipate that it
will be business as usual but please
getin touch if you need to.
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We've been investigating electrical circuits in Year
6. What components did we need to complete a
circuite




TOGETHERNESS

== PTA Post
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Over 80 bottles of
prosecco were drunk at
the Quiz Night!

Thank you to Mark and
the team for organising
the event. We hope
you all enjoyed the
event.

We are hoping to find a volunteer
for each Sports Afternoon so that
the ice poles the PTA give out to
the children can happen.

Sports Afternoons

The job involves snipping the top
and putting 30 in a bag just before
the end of each event.

Thank you to Rosie, a YR mum,
who is helping atf the Y2 event. In
the past people have helped at a
different event to the one their
child is in so that they do not miss
anything.

If you can help, please email Shelley: PTAChair@stamford-
green.surrey.sch.uk

&0k, I've always wondered...
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Just to remind parents/carers that if they take their children
out of school without authorisation, for 5 or more days, (which
do not have to be consecutive) then the following will apply:

If you have not incurred a penalty nofice relating to this
child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19 August 2024,
then the penalty nofice will be charged at the rate of
£160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This
will be reduced to £80.00 if paid within 21 days of receipt of
the notice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Sur-
rey County Council considering legal proceedings against
you in the Magistrates Court.

If you have incurred a penalty nofice relating to this child/
children since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year period will be
activated from the date of the first penalty notice and the
second penalty notice will be charged at the flat rate of
£160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days.
There will be no reduction for payment within 21 days. Failure
to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council
considering legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates
Court.

If you have incurred 2 penalty nofices relating to this child/
children in the rolling 3 year period since the first penalty no-
tice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third penalty no-
tice — Surrey County Council will have no option but fo con-
sider a prosecution, per parent/carer per child, in the Magis-
trates Court under s 444 Education Act 1996.

Please see our Attendance Policy to understand the new
National Regulations.

d Community Corner

If you do need to drive your child to school please
consider parking a short distance from the school. This
is a good way for them to start the day and has the
added benefit of reducing traffic in the local roads
around the school.

Parking Etiquette

Do park safely and legally — even if you are running
late.

Do follow the Highway Code and avoid stopping on
white lines and yellow school zig zags.

Do not park illegally (this includes double and single
yellow lines).

Do not park on our neighbours’ grass verges.

Do not park across driveways or road entrances thus
blocking them for other road users.

Online Safety

Gl track thel location
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Meet Our Expert



https://www.stamford-green.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Policies+and+Procedures&pid=76

AMBITION

Pupil leadership Scoop

\

Kindness Ambassadors

We recognise that our children consistently demonstrate
strong self-discipline and a commitment to their learning. They
develop the skills fo manage their emotions effectively and
resolve conflicts in a positive and respectful way. As a result,
they show high levels of respect for others and rarely need
reminders about expectations for positive behaviour.

Our Kindness Ambassadors, a dedicated team of pupil lead-
ers, play an important role in promoting and maintaining
these high standards. They have developed a survey for pu-
pils in Year 2 to Year 6 to gather views on behaviour across
the school. The questions have been carefully designed to be
clear, concise, and accessible, while still capturing meaning-
ful pupil voice. The survey also asks children who they feel
comfortable speaking to if they have any concerns or worries,
enabling the school to betfter understand how supported
children feel.

Today the Kindness Ambassadors were checking that the
Google Form was working well before all the children are
asked to complete it.

Above and Beyond

Over the Easter Break, budding writers in Year 5 ook their
English writing skills a step further. The students wrote:

e Anin-depth fact-file about whales.

e Humorous poetry about all kinds of pets.

e Astory about cheeky squirrels named Acorn and Chestnut.

e An account based on a true story: Pickles the dog who
saved the world cup.

e The adventures of a young girl who is ready to explore be-
yond her daily life.

¢ A dramatic tale about '"What Sleeps in the Trench’ (spoiler
alert —it's The MEG!).

e A thriling piece about the mystery of the shadow.

e A fantasy tale following the story of a dragon on a quest.

These stories were a testament to the incredible writing skills
developed by the Year 5 students. Well done!

If your child has gone above and beyond, and would like to be fea-
tured in the school newsletter, please send us an email and we can
include them in future editions.
parents@stamford-green.surrey.sch.uk

Attendance

=
EVERY

SCHOOL DAY
MATTERS

Penalty Notice Fines for absence
from school are changing

From 19" August 2024 Penalty Notice fines
increase to £160 for each parent, for each child.
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You can be fined if your child has
a total of 5 days of unauthorised
absences in 10 school weeks, for

Qver a rolling 3-vear period the
sanctions are:

+ st offence - £160 reduced

things like: to £80 if paid within 21 days
« being late after the register + ?nd offence - £160
has closed

+ 3rd offence - Court hearing
+ truancy and up to £2,500 fine, or
« taking a haoliday without
permission from the school
« orifa headteacher isn't satisfied ¥
for the reason for missing school

up to 3 menths in prison
and a criminal record

For more infermation go to:

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/missing-school

Challenge Corner

MathSphere
Sudoku

Fill in the puzzle so that every row across, every column down
and every 2 by 2 box contains the numbers 1 to 4.

Easier Puzzle 1
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LEARNING

Save the date!

Our passionate pupils have come up with a
fantastic way to commemorate Sir David
Attenborough'’s 100" year: a Conservation
Evening in his honour.

This will take place in the School Hall on
Thursday 11 June between 6.00om and
8.00pm, with a number of specially invited
guests who will talk to us about the ways our
community can take easy steps to protect
and encourage local biodiversity.

~— We've started fo
receive some great
« photos  of  the
wildlife our families
spot-
= ted, which will be

film, which our Eco
= Warriors and pupils
iin Eco Club will be
helping fo make.

Please send any photos your family has
taken of UK plants, frees, wild birds and wild
animals (especially in and around Epsom
and Ewelll) to us. parents@stamford-
areen.surrey.sch.uk

Finally, if any parent/carer has a passionate
or professional interest in environmental
protection and would like to run a stand at
our Conservation Evening, please getin
touch with Mrs Hill. parents@stamford-
green.surrey.sch.uk

INSPIRING AND THRIVING VALUES

Our first Forest School session for nursery was a wonderful
infroduction to exploring the outdoors together. The
children showed great cooperation and teamwork as
they shared equipment like magnifying glasses and
binoculars, taking turns to investigate their surroundings.
They were excited to search for minibeasts, carefully
looking under logs and leaves while learning how to han-
dle nature respectfully. We also began to explore the
basic parts of a plant, discussing roots, stems, leaves, and
flowers, and what plants need to grow, such as sunlight,
water, and soil. It was a lovely start o building curiosity,
confidence, and a sense of working together in nature.

Working together to be the best we can
Our value of the month is:

Sharing

HAPPINESS
is to share it
WITH OTHERS.

Miss Croucher

This is how you suggests:

can show

sharing:




LEARNING

British Values

Tolerance of different cultures and religions
tallest pointing to God
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Diversity Equality, Inclusion and Belonging

This month in our belonging assemblies, children have been
learning about how April is a special and meaningful fime for
people of many different faiths around the world. We have
explored how different communities celebrate and reflect
during this time, helping pupils to build understanding,
respect, and curiosity about others.

Last week, our assembly focussed on Vaisakhi, an important
festival in the Sikh faith, which celebrates community,
equality and the founding of the Khalsa.

Through these discussions, we are encouraging
children to appreciate both similarities and
differences between beliefs, and to recognise
the importance of kindness, inclusion and respect
in our diverse school community.
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ACHIEVING - Celebrating Success

A special mention to the children who have received either a Headteacher's
Award and Stamford Bear or a Governors' Values Award and Buckingham Bear.

Congratulations! q

Leo Price 3L Penny Cox 4B Felix Galliver 5P Sonny Marvell RB
Rory Lewis 1S Rocco Cardella 2MO Elsie Baimford 6G Brooklyn Trevisan RH
George Pike 2W  David Webb 3WH Ollie Cheeseman 6J Imogen Bennett ™
Joshua Wells 4V Sofie Zhang 5T Harriet Watson 2J Sophia Hack 4C
Alice Passmore 6B Maisie Tuck 3W  Sophie Damant 1MV Arthur Harwood 2J
Finley Grenyer RP
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“‘ Winners of Pepe the punctuality Winners of Annabelle the Aftendance
- puppy were: 4C, 4B, 1M , 3WH, Ape were: 6J, 5J, 2MO, 2J, 5P, 6G
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The winning House with the most values buttons were: Waterloo and Hookfield

o Golden Awards for good behaviour at lunchtime were awarded to lots of children, but these
children won the Lucky Dip: Sofie Zhang (5T), Freddie Pethica (1M), Aariya Ladwa (1M), Maisie
Nicolaou (2J), Andrei Markov (4C) and Emily Tillin (4V).

HONOCNERCONOONENONEESENECONOCe .



ACHIEVING - Celebrating Success

Congratulations to everyone who has Achiever of the Week - Well done to the
received a Merit Award recently: following children who have worn our
Golden Jumpers/t-shirts recently:
Sylvana Briggs TMV  Otto Galliver 3L Yiu Huet Chow 1S Willow Palmer 3L
Harrison Winnett 4C  Harley Abernethy 4B Cole Fazakerley 5P Mia Range 4B
Aariya Ladwa 1M Coco Andrade-Clark 2W  Emily Frazer 6J Ember Greenaway 3WH
Seth Sivakumaran 4V Faith Wallace 2MO  Amelia Smith 2W  Marlo Stevenson RP
Jude Day 2J Florence lllingworth 3WH Lola Parker Wiliamson  RP Cadee Pham RB
Joey Merritt-Holmes 6B Maddie Amiss 6J Theo Martyr RH  Innis Wilson 3W
Lydia Jomes 5] Alex Gery 6J Olivia Malhotra 5] Theo Yahiaoui 4C
Leah Pitcher 6B Lucy King 5P Aaron Lulham 4V Matilda Crawley 2]
Lola Thomson 5T Wren Mclintyre-Lally 3L Finley Parker 1MV  Freddie Pethica ™M
Bella McLaughlan 6G  Ava Devenney 1S Rylee Anderson 3L Leah Smith 2W
Pyper Burgess 5P Ella Riseley 4B Poppy Adams 2MO Fin Mathews 4B
Gwilym Pearce 3W  Eliza Laming 6J Robert Luca 3WH Evangeline Gallucci 1S
Phoebe Sumner 2W  Amiyah Divungula RP James Li 6J Niamh Roberts 4C
Parker Royston RP  Koa Patel RB Jacob Robins IM  Hsuan-Yi Wu 5T
Bonnie Ansell RH  Raphael Peacock Y Covey Henderson- 2] Alessio Hassenally 5]
Thirlby
Kyla Mekhail 6G  Zac Fraser 3W  Charlie Young 4V Beatrice Davey 6G
Joshua Callender 6B Sofia Aimario Venegas 5T Everly Jones IMV  Sam Farmer 6B
Thayer Rayneau 2J April Groth 4C  Shawn Chan 5P Conor Shrimpton 3W
Nirvaan Apte 5J Alfie Phung TMV  Mia Wenftzel 6B Penny MclLean-Anderson 5T
Aleksandr Tsisyk 1M Bertie Seymour 1MV Hunter Flatt 3WH  Teddy McKelvie 6J
Thomas Albuquerque 6B Holly Dickson 6B Zachery Barton 2W  Zac Plummer 1S
Henry Bourne 5J Kai Beer 6G  Cali Pearson 1S Crystal Price 4B
Claire Power 4C  Emily Tillin Y Buddy Rameshwar 3L Megan Webb 5P
Jamie Whitehead 5J  Annie Baer 3W  George Espley 2MO Blake Savitt RB
Sofia Stockbridge IM  Jacob Rees 5T Aidan Ludbrook RH Indy Mclntyre-Lally 6B
Nico Filopei 2W  Emily Green 3WH Evan Smith 5] Lily Murray 6G

Isabella Tebbet 6J Eliza Baggs 1S Sotiri Tsaftsi 4C  Lottie Bye Harris 4V




